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DECISION
kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and
the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies." (Revelation 18:1-3)Christian
holy days, which have no support in Scripture, but which
were introduced by a compromising church hierarchy, have
made "the merchants of the earth" rich.
It doesn't take a thinking person long to realize to which
Christian holidays John is referring. December 25 was the
birthday of Tammuz, the son of Easter, goddess of the
spring. When he died the ancients wept for Tammuz. In the
immoral services of spring, temple prostitutes sacrificed
their virginity to the sun god, who was worshipped toward
the east, and placed the sun disc on their finger as a symbol
of their sacrifice (the sun god was represented, of course, by
the temple priests in these rites). When children were
conceived, they were sacrificed to the sun god in
unbelievable ways. These services are alluded to in the Old
Testament.
"He said also unto me, turn thee yet again, and thou shalt
see greater abominations that they do. Then he brought me
to the door of the gate of the Lord's house which was
toward the north; and, behold, there sat woman weeping for
Tammuz. Then said he unto me, hast thou see this, oh son
of man? Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater
abominations than these. And he brought me into the inner
court of the Lord's house, and, behold, at the door of the
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were
about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the
temple of the Lord, and their faces toward the East; and
they worshipped the sun toward the East." (Ezekiel 8:13-16)
From these heathen ceremonies, clearly condemned in the
Old Testament, early Christianity started the celebration of
Christmas, Easter (with the forty days Lent or weeping for
Tammuz), and the use of the sun disc in marriage and other
ceremonies. St. Patrick's day, all saints day (Halloween),
fish days, and other Christian holy days were then added to
the list, all of which meant monetary gain for the merchants.
No wonder the beloved apostle said prophetically, "The
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies."
And again he adds, "The merchandise of gold, and silver,
and precious stones ...the merchants of these things, which
were made rich by her." (Revelation 18:12-15)What would
the jewelry business be like without the custom of the
engagement and wedding rings? What would merchants do
without Christmas and Easter and similar occasions to help
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"And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (Revelation 14:8)
In the last lesson we learned that "Babylon" represented
fallen (or apostate) Christianity, that portion of the
Christian church which departed from the clear teachings
of Scripture. In this lesson we will explore the "wine" of
Babylon, the false teachings introduced during the early
centuries of apostasy, and later dogma added during the
"Dark Ages" of the Christian era.
In Bible prophecy a woman represents a church (see the
lesson on how to understand the Bible). A pure woman
(Revelation 12) represents the pure church or the true
followers of Christ. A fallen woman (Revelation 17)
• represents an apostasizing church which adopts false
doctrines and teachings. "And there came one of the seven
angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying
unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment
of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With
whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication. So
he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, fullof names
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden
cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication: and upon her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw
her, I wondered with great admiration." (Revelation 17:1-6)
This church organization (represented by a woman) is
labeled "Babylon". The cup in her hand, referred to as
"wine" in Revelation 14:8, is filled with "abominations" (in
the Old Testament this word referred to false teachings or
false gods) and "filthiness of her fornication" or the
compromising of Christian principles.
The term "Babylon" occurs again in Revelation 18. "And
after these things I saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened
•
with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For allnations have
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the
•
•
Churches Fellowship for Psychical Study). The Editorial
statement in "Spiritual Frontiers", the official organ of the
organization, states its purpose. "To encourage the study
within the churches of psychic phenomena as related to
personal immortality, spiritual healing and prayer." (p. 2,
vol. 3, no. 3, May-June, 1958). Twenty-four ministers of
twenty-four leading protestant denominations serve on the
executive council. These include clergymen from the
Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Episcopalian,
Baptist, Christian and other churches. The president is Dr.
Paul L. Higgins, a Methodist minister inChicago. Secretary-
treasurer is Dr. William H. Leach, Presbyterian editor of
Church Management Magazine. This organization is
another fellow traveler of spiritualism. Any group that
teaches the pre-existence of the soul or spirit and a
conscious state in death is a fellow traveler. Any group that
teaches that man may become as gods of God, is likewise
teaching the second lie of Eden. Paul wrote: "Let not man
deceive you by any means." (2 Thessalonians 2:3) Jesus
warned against false healers, teachers and prophets who
would come in His name (see Matthew 7:21-23; Matthew
24:24). Be always ready to give an answer (l Peter 3:15).
The Second Angel's Message is a warning against the
confusing teachings of last day Christianity. It is a call to
return to the gospel of the First Angel.
_N_E_W_IN_F_O_R_M_AT_I_O_N_-------.~I ACCEPTED AS TRUE
On what do you base your opinions or important decisions? Include them in the diagram below.
consciousness after death and the possibility of communion
of the dead with the living - the basic twofold platform of
Spiritualism. Two movements in the United States are
alarming to Bible-lovingChristians. First is the "Speaking in
Tongues Fellowship." Spirit mediums are speaking in
tongues in Protestant churches through this fellowship.
Through the speaking in tongues movement the
pentecostal groups have all become fellow travelers of
Spiritualism. They are being drawn together, and
thousands will be deceived and swept to destruction
because they are unable to discern between the true and
the counterfeit. Any movement that harbors spritualism,
which the Bible condemns, is not of God.
Paul wrote: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? (2
Corinthians 6: 14, 15) The supernatural feelings and
manifestations, whether tongues, or any other phenomena,
are not a test of truth, for Paul wrote again, "Even him,
whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders." (2 Thessalonians 2:9)
The second movement is the Spiritual Frontiers
Fellowship. (In Europe this organization is called, the
In dealing with Spiritual matters, can you think of any further sources which should be included in your diagram? Ifso, include
them in your diagram.
How do you feel about consulting the Bible or asking guidance through prayer before making important decisions?
THE WINE OF BABYLON
In the world today are many people who believe that anything which appears in a book or on the written page must be true. It
could be said that their decision-making skills compare to the following diagram:
Name
Phone
City
Address _
them sell their wares? "The merchants ...waxed rich."
There are many Christian customs, doctrines and
ceremonies which were added to Christian practice and
belief without the benefit of Scriptural support. These
include:
300 A.D. prayers for the dead
300 A.D. the sign of the cross
320 A.D. wax candles
375 A.D. veneration of angels and dead saints & the use
of images
394 A.D. the development of the mass
431 A.D. the exultation of Mary, "Mother of God"
500 A.D. clerical garb
526 A.D. Extreme Unction
593 A.D. the doctrine Purgatory
600 A.D. Latin as the official language of the church to be
used in mass and worship
610 A.D. the title of pope was conferred
709 A.D. kissing the pope's foot
755 A.D. the temporal power of popes was established
786 A.D. the worship of the cross, images and relics
instituted
850 A.D. the use of holy water
890 A.D. the worship of St. Joseph
927 A.D. the College of Cardinals was established
965 A.D. the baptism of bells
995 A.D. the canonization of dead saints
998 A.D. fasting on Fridays and during Lent
11th century the mass was developed as a sacrifice
1097 A.D. the celibacy of the priesthood was declared
1090 A.D. the Rosary was developed
1184 A.D. the Inquisition, which declared death for
convicted heretics, or those who disagreed with papal
doctrine
1190 A.D. the sale of indulgences
1215 A.D. the doctrine of transubstantiation, or that the
bread and wine became the actual body and blood of
Christ was declared as a dogma
1215 A.D. Auricular Confession began
1220 A.D. the adoration of the wafer
1229 A.D. the Bible was forbidden to laymen
1287 A.D. the Scapular
1414 A.D. the cup was forbidden to the people in the
communion service
1438 A.D. Purgatory was declared as a dogma
1439 A.D. the Seven Sacraments
1508 A.D. the Ave Maria
1534 A.D. the Jesuit order was established
1545 A.D. tradition was declared equal to the Bible
1546 A.D. the Apocryphal books added to the Catholic
Bible
1560 A.D. the creed of pope Pius IV was declared
1854A.D. the Immaculate Conception was declared as a
teaching of the established church
1864 A.D. the Syllabus of Errors was produced
1870 A.D. the infallibilityof the pope was declared
1930 A.D. Public Schools were condemned
1950 A.D. the assumption of the Virgin Mary, which
means that she was bodily taken into heaven, was made
a doctrine
PLUS, Sunday worship, the ring in marriage, Easter,
Christmas, Valentines day, St. Patrick's day, Halloween,
monks, nuns, monasteries, convents, forty days Lent, holy
week, Palm Sunday, Ash Wednesday, All saints day,
Candlemas day, fish day, meat days, incense, holy oil, ho~y
palms, Christopher medals, charms, novenas, and still
others. For the most complete list of additions to the
Christian faith, which are not supported by Scripture, see
the book by Loraine Boettner entitled Roman Catholicism.
We have already dealt with the introduction of Sunday
sacredness in place of the Biblical seventh day Sabbath in a
previous lesson, and in future lessons we will consider the
immortality of the soul, the final fate of the wicked, and
infant baptism, all added to Christian dogma in opposition
to the clear teachings of Jesus. In the rest of this lesson we
want to pursue the introduction into Christianity of
spiritualistic teachings and phenomena.
The Wine of Spiritualism
God said, "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die." (Genesis 2:17)But Satan told
the woman "Ye shall not surely die...and he shall be as
gods." (Genesis 3:4,5) These lies are called the twin lies of
Eden. And from them has arisen a dangerous belief in the
innate immortality of the soul. Satan "is a liar, and the father
of it." (John 8:44) Yet most Christian churches are teaching
one or both of these original lies: "Ye shall not surely die:"
and "ye shall be as gods." They teach that the soul lives on
after death despite the clear statement of Scripture: "The
soul that sinneth, it shall die." (Ezekiel 18:4) and "all have
sinned, and come short of the glory ofGod." (Romans 3:23)
Our departed loved ones are not in heaven, hell or
purgatory, but in the grave awaiting the call of the life-giver.
(John 5:28,29) .
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour." (1 Peter 5:8) "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, •
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils." (1
Timothy 4:1)Could it be that what some have referred to as
the spirits of departed loved ones are actually "seducing
spirits" and that the entire foundation of spiritism is ~ased
on "doctrines of devils", the twin lies of Eden? Accordmg to
Scripture this is a fact. Spiritualism is a dangerous teaching
which will send literally millions to hell.
"And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire
come down from heaven on the earth on the sight of men,
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to do." (Revelation
13:13,14) "And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they
are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty."
(Revelation 15:13,14) Spirits of devils working miracles!
Spirits deceiving the whole world by repeating over and
over, through newspaper and magazine, radio and
television, even through the Christian pulpit, the twin lies of
Eden - "Ye shall not surely die." "Ye shall be as gods." How
can such a deception come about? How can the devil so
cleverly hide the true issues? By painting a picture of himself
so hideous that thinking people refuse to believe that such a
creature could' really exist, and then appearing as
something entirely different from the popular conception.
"For such are false apostile, deceitful workers, •
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. Therefore is it no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness." (2
Corinthians 11:13-15) No wonder so many are deceived.
Does it matter much what one believes? Does itmatter that
he gives heed to doctrines of devils? It does matter and your
destiny hangs on what you choose to believe. Your only safe
guide is the Bible, the Word of God.
The Bible Condemns Spiritualism
The Bible condemns spiritualism in all its forms. "Regard
not them that hath familiar spirits, neither seek after
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God."
(Leviticus 19:31) Paul classes witchcraft with other evil
practices such as adultery, murder, idolatry, drunkenness,
etc. (see Galations 5:20,21). Isaiah asks this penetrating
question: "And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto
them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep,
and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God?
for the living to the dead?" (Isaiah 8:19) Paul describes the
mysterious phenomena of spiritualism as the work of
invisible evil doers. "For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places." (Ephesians 6:12) We are living
in momentous times. Your mind is under attack. You must
know what you believe and why.
"There shall not be found among you anyone that maketh
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard, or a necormancer. For all that do these
abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from
before thee." (Deuteronomy 18:10-12) Nearly every
heathen nation based its religious belief and practice on
spiritualistic phenomena and taught both of the twin lies of
•
Eden. This is the reason for the multipl~cityof gods.among
ancient nations. Some of these pagan Ideas crept mto the
Christian religion through the amalgamation of Christianity
with paganism in the early centuries. Mysticism and
related ideas, propagated first of all by Origin, an early
Christian Pagan writer of the second century, brought the
teaching of innate immortality, pre-existence, advancement
to Godhood, etc., into Christianity. Necromancy is
consulting with the dead. A witch is one (male or female)
who consults with spirits. A wizard is one who has gained
special knowledge from the spirits of the dead. Magic is a
special power exercised through Spiritualism and a
sorcerer is one who possesses supernatural power.
Modern Spiritualism
Modern Spiritualism began with the Fox sisters at
Hydesville, New York, March 31, 1848. At first, modern
Spiritualism was secular in its manifestations with rappings,
mediums, seances, ouija boards, table tipping, etc. In 1893,
Spiritualism was organized on a religious basis with
ordained ministers, church manuals, hymnals, yearbooks,
seminaries, etc. Now Spiritualism has begun a scientific
development including parapsychology, extrasensory
(magnetic) healing, metaphysical healing, mesmerism, and
hypnotism. There are several Spiritualist denominations in
the United States with 186,505 enrolled members and
nearly three million communicants. Some of these
denominations are: National Spiritualist Association of the
United States of America, National Christian Spiritual
• Alliance, Progressiv~ ~piritual .C.hurc?, Nationa! C.olored
Spiritualist Association, MInlstenal Association of
Spiritualists, Ministers, Internationai _;eneral Assembly of
Spiritualists, International Federation of Spiritualists.
Among their Declaration of Principles is this one: "We
affirm that the practice of Prophecy, as authorized by the
Holy Bible, is a divine and God-given gift, reestablished and
proven through mediumship by the phenomena of
Spiritualism. The teaching of God as love is central in
spritualism; the Lord's Prayer is used in both public worship
and private seance. Christ is recognized as a medium"
"Most Spiritualist churches have regular services with
prayer, singing, music, selections read from the Spiritualist
Manual, a sermon or lecture, and spirit messages for the
departed. The churches and ministers are supported by
freewill offerings."
"Spiritualism has a seminary, the Morris Pratt Institute,
for the training of its ministers ....The Bible is acknowledged
as the inspired word of God, a guide to the spirit lifeas well
as to the phases and phenomena of Spiritualism ....Four
sacraments - baptsim, marriage, spiritual communion, and
funerals are observed. Ministers ...must pass a course of
instruction in the church seminary." (Handbok of
Denominations in the United States, pp. 207-209).
In addition, Spiritualists speak in tongues and believe in
the manifestation of other "fits of the spirit." The Spiritualist
churches are easy to identify and the Christian may fell
prepared to avoid their association. But the fellow travelers
of Spiritism are not as easy to recognize without careful
study and comparison. Let's analyze now a fewof the fellow
travelers. Jean Dixon, who has advised some Presidents of
the United States, is now a well-known "seer" for her'
mystifying predictions. She uses'the crystal ball and other
spiritualist methods for predicting the future. Jean Dixon ~s
a spirit medium who claims to believe the Roman CatholIc
religion. She is a fellow traveler.
The first department of parapsychology in a United States
university was established by J.B.Rhine at Duke Univ.ersity.
Dr. S.G. Soal established paranormal experiments -
telepathy or thought transference; clairvoyance, or seeing
the invisible; precognition, foretelling events; psycho-
kinesis, the movement of physical objects. It also includes
"Spirit Healing." Dr. J.R. Newton performs bloodless
surgery in one of the spiritualist hospitals in England.
Mesmerism, invented by Dr. Freidrick A. Mesmer, is
another branch of Spiritism. So is hypnotism. Concerning
hypnotism, and its failure to become popular a century ago,
a leading encyclopedia states this: "This was due to the
coincidence about the year of 1848 of two events of some
importance, namely - the discovery of the anaesthetic
properties of chloroform and the sudden rise of modern
spiritualism. From this time onward there took place a
gradual differentiation of the 'animal magnetism' of .the
eighteenth century into two diverging branches, hypnotism
and spiritualism, two branches which, however, are not
separated and perhaps, never willbe." (The Encyclopaedia
Britannica, eleventh edition).
Parapsychology and all of its "scientific" branches, then,
are also fellow travelers of Spiritualism. The phenomena
observed are the work of fallen angels, trying to act out the
twin lies of Eden. Is Christianity a fellow traveler of
spiritism? This causes us the utmost concern, and here is
where the devil's deception is most subtle.
Progress of Spiritualism
Spiritualism is seeking to take the world captive, and is
making alarming progress. The reason for its success is
obvious: the foundations for the successful spread of
spiritualism has been laid by the proclamation, in both
Protestant and Catholic pulpits, of the doctrine of
them sell their wares? "The merchants ...waxed rich."
There are many Christian customs, doctrines and
ceremonies which were added to Christian practice and
belief without the benefit of Scriptural support. These
include:
300 A.D. prayers for the dead
300 A.D. the sign of the cross
320 A.D. wax candles
375 A.D. veneration of angels and dead saints & the use
of images
394 A.D. the development of the mass
431 A.D. the exultation of Mary, "Mother of God"
500 A.D. clerical garb
526 A.D. Extreme Unction
593 A.D. the doctrine Purgatory
600 A.D. Latin as the official language of the church to be
used in mass and worship
610 A.D. the title of pope was conferred
709 A.D. kissing the pope's foot
755 A.D. the temporal power of popes was established
786 A.D. the worship of the cross, images and relics
instituted
850 A.D. the use of holy water
890 A.D. the worship of St. Joseph
927 A.D. the College of Cardinals was established
965 A.D. the baptism of bells
995 A.D. the canonization of dead saints
998 A.D. fasting on Fridays and during Lent
11th century the mass was developed as a sacrifice
1097 A.D. the celibacy of the priesthood was declared
1090 A.D. the Rosary was developed
1184 A.D. the Inquisition, which declared death for
convicted heretics, or those who disagreed with papal
doctrine
1190 A.D. the sale of indulgences
1215 A.D. the doctrine of transubstantiation, or that the
bread and wine became the actual body and blood of
Christ was declared as a dogma
1215 A.D. Auricular Confession began
1220 A.D. the adoration of the wafer
1229 A.D. the Bible was forbidden to laymen
1287 A.D. the Scapular
1414 A.D. the cup was forbidden to the people in the
communion service
1438 A.D. Purgatory was declared as a dogma
1439 A.D. the Seven Sacraments
1508 A.D. the Ave Maria
1534 A.D. the Jesuit order was established
1545 A.D. tradition was declared equal to the Bible
1546 A.D. the Apocryphal books added to the Catholic
Bible
1560 A.D. the creed of pope Pius IV was declared
1854 A.D. the Immaculate Conception was declared as a
teaching of the established church
1864 A.D. the Syllabus of Errors was produced
1870 A.D. the infallibilityof the pope was declared
1930 A.D. Public Schools were condemned
1950 A.D. the assumption of the Virgin Mary, which
means that she was bodily taken into heaven, was made
a doctrine
PLUS, Sunday worship, the ring in marriage, Easter,
Christmas, Valentines day, St. Patrick's day, Halloween,
monks, nuns, monasteries, convents, forty days Lent, holy
week, Palm Sunday, Ash Wednesday, All saints day,
Candlemas day, fish day, meat days, incense, holy oil, ho~y
palms, Christopher medals, charms, novenas, and still
others. For the most complete list of additions to the
Christian faith, which are not supported by Scripture, see
the book by Loraine Boettner entitled Roman Catholicism.
We have already dealt with the introduction of Sunday
sacredness in place of the Biblical seventh day Sabbath in a
previous lesson, and in future lessons we will consider the
immortality of the soul, the final fate of the wicked, and
infant baptism, all added to Christian dogma in opposition
to the clear teachings of Jesus. In the rest of this lesson we
want to pursue the introduction into Christianity of
spiritualistic teachings and phenomena.
The Wine of Spiritualism
God said, "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eat est
thereof thou shalt surely die." (Genesis 2:17) But Satan told
the woman "Ye shall not surely die...and he shall be as
gods." (Genesis 3:4,5) These lies are called the twin lies of
Eden. And from them has arisen a dangerous belief in the
innate immortality of the soul. Satan "is a liar, and the father
of it." (John 8:44) Yet most Christian churches are teaching
one or both of these original lies: "Ye shall not surely die:"
and "ye shall be as gods." They teach that the soul lives on
after death despite the clear statement of Scripture: "The
soul that sinneth, it shall die." (Ezekiel 18:4) and "all have
sinned, and come short of the glory ofGod." (Romans 3:23)
Our departed loved ones are not in heaven, hell or
purgatory, but in the grave awaiting the call of the life-giver.
(John 5:28,29) .
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devIl,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour." (l Peter 5:8) "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, •
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils." (l
Timothy 4:1) Could it be that what some have referred to as
the spirits of departed loved ones are actually "seducing
spirits" and that the entire foundation of spiritism is ~ased
on "doctrines of devils", the twin lies of Eden? Accordmg to
Scripture this is a fact. Spiritualism is a dangerous teaching
which will send literally millions to hell.
"And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire
come down from heaven on the earth on the sight of men,
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to do." (Revelation
13:13,14) "And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they
are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty."
(Revelation 15: 13, 14) Spirits of devils working miracles!
Spirits deceiving the whole world by repeating over and
over, through newspaper and magazine, radio and
television, even through the Christian pulpit, the twin lies of
Eden - "Ye shall not surely die." "Ye shall be as gods." How
can such a deception come about? How can the devil so
cleverly hide the true issues? By painting a picture of himself
so hideous that thinking people refuse to believe that such a
creature could. really exist, and then appearing as
something entirely different from the popular conception.
"For such are false apostile, deceitful workers, •
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. Therefore is it no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness." (2
Corinthians 11:13-15) No wonder so many are deceived.
Does it matter much what one believes? Does itmatter that
he gives heed to doctrines of devils? It does matter and your
destiny hangs on what you choose to believe. Your only safe
guide is the Bible, the Word of God.
The Bible Condemns Spiritualism
The Bible condemns spiritualism in all its forms. "Regard
not them that hath familiar spirits, neither seek after
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God."
(Leviticus 19:31) Paul classes witchcraft with other evil
practices such as adultery, murder, idolatry, drunkenness,
etc. (see Galations 5:20,21). Isaiah asks this penetrating
question: "And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto
them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep,
and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God?
for the living to the dead?" (Isaiah 8:19) Paul describes the
mysterious phenomena of spiritualism as the work of
invisible evil doers. "For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places." (Ephesians 6:12) We are living
in momentous times. Your mind is under attack. You must
know what you believe and why.
"There shall not be found among you anyone that maketh
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard or a necormancer. For all that do these
abomin~tions the Lord thy God doth drive them out from
before thee." (Deuteronomy 18:10-12) Nearly every
heathen nation based its religious belief and practice on
spiritualistic phenomena and taught both of the twin lies of
•
Eden. This is the reason for the multipl~cityof god~ among
ancient nations. Some of these pagan Ideas crept mto the
Christian religion through the amalgamation of Christianity
with paganism in the early centuries. Mysticism and
related ideas, propagated first of all by Origin, an early
Christian Pagan writer of the second century, brought the
teaching of innate immortality, pre-existence, advancement
to Godhood, etc., into Christianity. Necromancy is
consulting with the dead. A witch is one (male or female)
who consults with spirits. A wizard is one who has gained
special knowledge from the spirits of the dead. Magic is a
special power exercised through Spiritualism and a
sorcerer is one who possesses supernatural power.
Modern Spiritualism
Modern Spiritualism began with the Fox sisters at
Hydesville, New York, March 31, 1848. At first, modern
Spiritualism was secular in its manifestations with rappings,
mediums, seances, ouija boards, table tipping, etc. In 1893,
Spiritualism was organized on a religious basis with
ordained ministers, church manuals, hymnals, yearbooks,
seminaries, etc. Now Spiritualism has begun a scientific
development including parapsychology, extrasensory
(magnetic) healing, metaphysical healing, mesmerism, and
hypnotism. There are several Spiritualist denominations in
the United States with 186,505 enrolled members and
nearly three million communicants. Some of these
denominations are: National Spiritualist Association of the
United States of America, National Christian Spiritual
• Alliance, Progressiv~ ~piritual.C.hurc~, Nationa! ~olored
Spiritualist ASSOCIatIOn, MInIsterIal ASSOCIatIon of
Spiritualists, Ministers, International _3eneral Assembly of
Spiritualists, International Federation of Spiritualists.
Among their Declaration of Principles is this one: "We
affirm that the practice of Prophecy, as authorized by the
Holy Bible, is a divine and God-given gift, reestablished and
proven through mediumship by the phenomena of
Spiritualism. The teaching of God as love is central in
spritualism; the Lord's Prayer is used in both public worship
and private seance. Christ is recognized as a medium"
"Most Spiritualist churches have regular services with
prayer, singing, music, selections read from the Spiritualist
Manual, a sermon or lecture, and spirit messages for the
departed. The churches and ministers are supported by
freewill offerings."
"Spiritualism has a seminary, the Morris Pratt Institute,
for the training of its ministers ....The Bible is acknowledged
as the inspired word of God, a guide to the spirit life as well
as to the phases and phenomena of Spiritualism ....Four
sacraments - baptsim, marriage, spiritual communion, and
funerals are observed. Ministers ...must pass a course of
instruction in the church seminary." (Handbok of
Denominations in the United States, pp. 207-209).
In addition, Spiritualists speak in tongues and believe in
the manifestation of other "fits of the spirit." The Spiritualist
churches are easy to identify and the Christian may fell
prepared to avoid their association. But the fellow travelers
of Spiritism are not as easy to recognize without careful
study and comparison. Let's analyze now a fewof the fellow
travelers. Jean Dixon, who has advised some Presidents of
the United States, is now a well-known "seer" for her
mystifying predictions. She uses'the crystal ball and other
spiritualist methods for predicting the future. Jean Dixon ~s
a spirit medium who claims to believe the Roman Cathohc
religion. She is a fellow traveler.
The first department of parapsychology in a United States
university was established by J .B.Rhine at Duke Univ.ersity.
Dr. S.G. Soal established paranormal experiments -
telepathy or thought transference; clairvoyance, or seeing
the invisible; precognition, foretelling events; psycho-
kinesis, the movement of physical objects. It also includes
"Spirit Healing." Dr. J.R. Newton performs bloodless
surgery in one of the spiritualist hospitals in England.
Mesmerism, invented by Dr. Freidrick A. Mesmer, is
another branch of Spiritism. So is hypnotism. Concerning
hypnotism, and its failure to become popular a century ago,
a leading encyclopedia states this: "This was due to the
coincidence about the year of 1848 of two events of some
importance, namely - the discovery of the anaesthetic
properties of chloroform and the sudden rise of modern
spiritualism. From this time onward there took place a
gradual differentiation of the 'animal magnetism' of the
eighteenth century into two diverging branches, hypnotism
and spiritualism, two branches which, however, are not
separated and perhaps, never willbe." (The Encyclopaedia
Britannica, eleventh edition).
Pa~apsychology and all of its "scientific" branches, then,
are also fellow travelers of Spiritualism. The phenomena
observed are the work of fallen angels, trying to act out the
twin lies of Eden. Is Christianity a fellow traveler of
spiritism? This causes us the utmost concern, and here is
where the devil's deception is most subtle.
Progress of Spiritualism
Spiritualism is seeking to take the world captive, and is
making alarming progress. The reason for its success is
obvious: the foundations for the successful spread of
spiritualism has been laid by the proclamation, in both
Protestant and Catholic pulpits, of the doctrine of
DECISION
kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and
the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies." (Revelation 18:1-3)Christian
holy days, which have no support in Scripture, but which
were introduced by a compromising church hierarchy, have
made "the merchants of the earth" rich.
It doesn't take a thinking person long to realize to which
Christian holidays John is referring. December 25 was the
birthday of Tammuz, the son of Easter, goddess of the
spring. When he died the ancients wept for Tammuz. In the
immoral services of spring, temple prostitutes sacrificed
their virginity to the sun god, who was worshipped toward
the east, and placed the sun disc on their finger as a symbol
of their sacrifice (the sun god was represented, of course, by
the temple priests in these rites). When children were
conceived, they were sacrificed to the sun god in
unbelievable ways. These services are alluded to in the Old
Testament.
"He said also unto me, turn thee yet again, and thou shalt
see greater abominations that they do. Then he brought me
to the door of the gate of the Lord's house which was
toward the north; and, behold, there sat woman weeping for
Tammuz. Then said he unto me, hast thou see this, oh son
of man? Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater
abominations than these. And he brought me into the inner
court of the Lord's house, and, behold, at the door of the
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were
about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the
temple of the Lord, and their faces toward the East; and
they worshipped the sun toward the East." (Ezekiel 8:13-16)
From these heathen ceremonies, clearly condemned in the
Old Testament, early Christianity started the celebration of
Christmas, Easter (with the forty days Lent or weeping for
Tammuz), and the use of the sun disc inmarriage and other
ceremonies. St. Patrick's day, all saints day (Halloween),
fish days, and other Christian holy days were then added to
the list, all of which meant monetary gain for the merchants.
No wonder the beloved apostle said prophetically, "The
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies."
And again he adds, "The merchandise of gold, and silver,
and precious stones ...the merchants of these things, which
were made rich by her." (Revelation 18:12-15)What would
the jewelry business be like without the custom of the
engagement and wedding rings? What would merchants do
without Christmas and Easter and similar occasions to help
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"And there followed another angel,saying, Babylon is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (Revelation 14:8)
In the last lesson we learned that "Babylon" represented
fallen (or apostate) Christianity, that portion of the
Christian church which departed from the clear teachings
of Scripture. In this lesson we will explore the "wine" of
Babylon, the false teachings introduced during the early
centuries of apostasy, and later dogma added during the
"Dark Ages" of the Christian era.
In Bible prophecy a woman represents a church (see the
lesson on how to understand the Bible). A pure woman
(Revelation 12) represents the pure church or the true
followers of Christ. A fallen woman (Revelation 17)
• represents an apostasizing church which adopts false
doctrines and teachings. "And there came one of the seven
angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying
unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment
of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With
whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication. So
he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, fullof names
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden
cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication: and upon her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw
her, I wondered with great admiration." (Revelation 17:1-6)
This church organization (represented by a woman) is
labeled "Babylon". The cup in her hand, referred to as
"wine" in Revelation 14:8, is filled with "abominations" (in
the Old Testament this word referred to false teachings or
false gods) and "filthiness of her fornication" or the
compromising of Christian principles.
The term "Babylon" occurs again in Revelation 18. "And
after these things I saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened
•
with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For allnations have
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the
•
•
Churches Fellowship for Psychical Study). The Editorial
statement in "Spiritual Frontiers", the official organ of the
organization, states its purpose. "To encourage the study
within the churches of psychic phenomena as related to
personal immortality, spiritual healing and prayer." (p. 2,
vol. 3, no. 3, May-June, 1958). Twenty-four ministers of
twenty-four leading protestant denominations serve on the
executive council. These include clergymen from the
Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Episcopalian,
Baptist, Christian and other churches. The president is Dr.
Paul L. Higgins, a Methodist minister in Chicago. Secretary-
treasurer is Dr. William H. Leach, Presbyterian editor of
Church Management Magazine. This organization is
another fellow traveler of spiritualism. Any group that
teaches the pre-existence of the soul or spirit and a
conscious state in death is a fellow traveler. Any group that
teaches that man may become as gods of God, is likewise
teaching the second lie of Eden. Paul wrote: "Let not man
deceive you by any means." (2 Thessalonians 2:3) Jesus
warned against false healers, teachers and prophets who
would come in His name (see Matthew 7:21-23; Matthew
24:24). Be always ready to give an answer (l Peter 3:15).
The Second Angel's Message is a warning against the
confusing teachings of last day Christianity. It is a call to
return to the gospel of the First Angel.
_N_E_W_IN_F_O_R_M_A_TI_O_N_-------.~I ACCEPTED AS TRUE
On what do you base your opinions or important decisions? Include them in the diagram below.
consciousness after death and the possibility of communion
of the dead with the living - the basic twofold platform of
Spiritualism. Two movements in the United States are
alarming to Bible-loving Christians. First is the "Speaking in
Tongues Fellowship." Spirit mediums are speaking in
tongues in Protestant churches through this fellowship.
Through the speaking in tongues movement the
pentecostal groups have all become fellow travelers of
Spiritualism. They are being drawn together, and
thousands will be deceived and swept to destruction
because they are unable to discern between the true and
the counterfeit. Any movement that harbors spritualism,
which the Bible condemns, is not of God.
Paul wrote: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? (2
Corinthians 6: 14, 15) The supernatural feelings and
manifestations, whether tongues, or any other phenomena,
are not a test of truth, for Paul wrote again, "Even him,
whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders." (2 Thessalonians 2:9)
The second movement is the Spiritual Frontiers
Fellowship. (In Europe this organization is called, the
In dealing with Spiritual matters, can you think of any further sources which should be included in your diagram? Ifso, include
them in your diagram.
How do you feel about consulting the Bible or asking guidance through prayer before making important decisions?
THE WINE OF BABYLON
In the world today are many people who believe that anything which appears in a book or on the written page must be true. It
could be said that their decision-making skills compare to the following diagram:
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